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What was once a small, southern, predominantly white denomination has become America's largest

evangelical denomination. Yet with the Southern Baptist Convention's growth have come the

challenges of increasing fragmentation, theological controversy, and sweeping cultural change.

These challenges have caused leaders and members to ask: What does it mean to be a Southern

Baptist in the twenty-first century? How can a fresh consensus be established from within? What are

the core biblical convictions that must be upheld, the key practices that must be sustained, to reach

the lost in this age of cultural accommodation? These essays by editor David Dockery, Al Mohler,

Timothy George, Russell Moore, Paige Patterson, and eleven other SBC leaders address these

important issues and themes from several perspectives. Their observations will illuminate the way

not only for fellow Southern Baptists but for all evangelicals facing similar challenges in the

twenty-first century and beyond.
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Book titles are important. Smart titles tell you about the book's contents in a memorable way.

Brilliant titles make a statement in and of themselves.Crossway has recently published a collection

of essays from a variety of Southern Baptist leaders. David Dockery is the editor of the new book,

whose title says more in nine words than some books say in hundreds of pages. Southern Baptist

Identity: An Evangelical Denomination Faces the Future (Crossway, 2009) implicitly makes the case

that Southern Baptists are indeed evangelicals.Thirty years ago, Southern Baptists were debating



amongst themselves as to their identity. Moderates rejected the evangelical label because they

wanted to see us belonging to the tradition of the mainline Protestant denominations. More recently,

some conservatives have been reticent to adopt the evangelical label because of the fear we might

water down our Baptist distinctives.The title of Dockery's book demonstrates a willingness to be

both evangelical (hence the "evangelical denomination" in the subtitle) and distinctively Baptist

(hence the "Baptist Identity" in the title). Ecumenical evangelicalism and distinctive Baptist identity

come together wonderfully in this collection of essays.Before getting into the specifics of this book,

let me first point out the curious fact that this very Baptist book has been published by an

evangelical, non-denominational publisher - Crossway. One might have expected Broadman and

Holman (the Southern Baptist publisher) to put out this book. The very fact that Crossway saw a

need for these essays to be published is an indication that other evangelical groups are looking to

the Southern Baptist Convention as an example.
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